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AUTHOR'S NOTE

This manuscript is far from complete. It is only a draft of the results of my research to date and the gaps in names, dates and places will be all too apparent to the reader. 

It is hoped that a limited circulation to some members of the Horne family who may be interested in its contents will encourage its readers to contribute towards its completion with details they may have of names, dates and places that are missing from its text and charts or any corrections that should be made. 

Of particular help would be recollections of incidents in the lives of those described in the narrative as the history of a family cannot be written simply as a set of charts. 

If you can assist in adding to the material in the following pages, could you please send any contributions, however small they may be, to the undersigned. 

John E. Cornish "Barnoolut", Casterton 

Vic. 3311 

FOREBEARS
The first record we have of the Horne family is an entry in the Register of Marriage Licences at Arundel, Sussex, of the granting of a licence to Thomas Martial Horne, a bachelor aged 23, to marry Mary Pledge, a spinster aged 20, on 4 February 1788. Thomas was living at Arundel, where he worked as a bricklayer and Mary was living at Pulborough, a village some 12 miles to the north of Arundel. Their wedding was recorded in the Pulborough Parish Register and the statement that Mary had been living there for only 9 months, suggests that she may have known Thomas at Arundel before moving to Pulborough. 

Thomas and Mary lived out their entire lives near Arundel where they raised 6 children who were all baptised in the Arundel Parish Church of St Nicholas Elizabeth (20 July 1791), Charles (2 Oct. 1793), James (24 Feb. 1796). Thomas (28 Aug. 1797), Louisa (18 Nov. 1800) and Peter (19 Feb. 1803). Of these children the only one of which we have further knowledge is their second son, James. 

On 5 May 1823 James Horne, then of the Parish of Tortingham (a mile or so to the south of Arundel) and a bachelor of 27, married Ann Bowley, a 21 year old spinster of the Parish of Arundel, in the Church of St Nicholas. They established their home in Arundel where James worked as a labourer and where their first 5 children were born as follows: Charles (20 Sept.1824), Ellen (18 May 1828), Henry (23 Oct. 1831), George (6 Oct. 1835) and Benjamin (7 Nov. 1837). 

On 4 November 1839 James applied for an assisted passage to South Australia which had been founded less than 3 years earlier. His application was successful and on 16 April 1840 he and his family arrived at Holdfast Bay on board the Morley. He was then 44 years of age, his wife 38 with sons aged 8, 4 and 2 and a daughter aged 11. His eldest son Charles is not mentioned in their emigration papers ​it is assumed that, being 15 years of age, he travelled on his own papers. 

James and Ann's first home in the Colony was at Port Adelaide but they soon moved to nearby Alberton where James established a small farm in that then sparsely settled area. It was there that their 3 remaining children were born, William (12 Sept. 1841). Alexander (12 Nov. 1843) and James John (9 Oct. 1850). 

Over the years James had been able to build up a small herd of dairy cattle with the help of his boys but when the gold-rush in Victoria started in 1851 James, like so many others in South Australia, could not resist the temptation to try his luck in the goldfields. He took his older boys with him but the venture proved a failure and he returned to Alberton a disappointed old man 

The eldest boy, Charles, first worked as a labourer at Alberton but eventually established himself as a fisherman at Normanville to the south of Adelaide. At the age of seventeen, he married Lydia Cheesman in Adelaide on 16 June 1845 and had 8 children. 
The eldest daughter Ellen wasted no time after her arrival in the Colony. On 20 September 1842 at the age of sixteen, she married David Fergusson. a Customs Officer at Port Adelaide, in Adelaide. They had 10 children before David died in 1863. Two years later Ellen married Henry Brown in Adelaide and they eventually settled in the Jamestown / Caltowie area. 

In 1857 James, at the age of 61, took UP land in the Auburn district for wheat farming. The five younger boys went with their parents to help in the venture. Three years later the eldest George, at the age of 25, married Margaret Davies at Holy Trinity Church, Riverton in 1860 and established his own farm and home at Pine Creek nearby. 

A further 4 years later James, assisted by two of the boys, lit a fire late one afternoon to burn off some stubble on his farm. A strong wind blew up and spread the flames to adjoining paddocks and only the timely assistance of neighbours saved the whole countryside from being burnt. Fighting the fire, at the age of 70, proved too much for James and he suffered a stroke and died from "an effusion of the brain" He was buried in the Auburn Cemetery on 12 March 1864" 

Meanwhile the remainder of the boys were all marrying and setting up their own homes. Benjamin became the owner of Section 515 at Auburn. William acquired Section 740 and their mother retained the original Section 292 after her husband's death where she stayed on for a time with the two youngest boys, Alexander and James. However by about 1870 she had retired to The Parade, Norwood in Adelaide leaving Alexander in charge of her farm at Auburn. 

Gradually the family dispersed from the Auburn area. The land they had farmed along the Skillogolee Creek was rather too wet for wheat farming and drier areas to the north were being opened up for selection. Wllliam left his farm on Rices Creek to open up new land in the Hundred of Tarcowie. George appears to have established himself at Coonatto, Benjamin at Koolunga. Alexander remained at Long Gully near Auburn and James finished up as a railway fettler at Warnertown near Port Pirie after a spell of farming at Condowie near Snowtown. 

The widowed Ann maintained her interest in the Auburn farm right up to the time that she died at Norwood from gangrene of the hand on 20 June 1895 at the age of 93. She was buried with her husband in the Auburn Cemetery. 

THE OLD COLONIST

William Horne was born at Albertan on 12 September 1841 less than 5 years after the Colony of South Australia had been founded at Adelaide by Governor Hindmarsh. A year later, on 20 September 1842, he was baptised at the Holy Trinity Church of England on North Terrace in Adelaide. In those days Alberton, or Albert Town as it was then known, was a sparsely populated area on the outskirts of Port Adelaide and William in his later years used to recall how he grew up with only the 'black lads' to play with. He also recalled how, as a young boy, he ran alongside the first train from Adelaide to Port Adelaide on the opening day of the line that put an end to Colonel Light's original plan to connect the two sites by canal along the route of the present Port Road. 

Other early memories were of the days when the overseas mail was carried from Port Adelaide to Adelaide in a spring cart drawn by a single horse and of the day the first four-wheeled vehicle was landed in the Colony. He recalled his amazement at the arrival of Governor MacDonnell in 1855 when carpets were spread from the ship to the wharf to welcome him. He would also describe a battle he witnessed between two aboriginal tribes in the area where the Alberton railway station now stands. 

At that stage of the Colony's development there were no Government schools and William grew up with little formal education. We know learnt to read and write because he was able to sign his name in the register when he eventually married but his signature was spindly and ill formed. As he said in later life "education was hard to come by, but I acquired a little". 

But he grew up with an abiding interest and love of animals which was to remain with him throughout his life. As early as 8 years of age he was looking after the cattle and sheep. At 11 years of age he was responsible with his younger brother for the herd of 30 dairy cattle while his father and older brothers were away in the Victorian gold fields. By then he was breeding and breaking in his own team of bullocks. At 13 years of age, in conjunction with his older brother Benjamin aged 17, he took up bullock driving and made several trips to the newly-opened sheep stations in the far north-east of the Colony carrying foodstuffs and other provisions to these outlying areas over unmade tracks. 

Again he would recall the tribal fights he had watched on these journeys and the way that the women of the tribes would attend to the wounded while at the same time urging their men-folk on with "yelling, clapping and shouting in their own language". At the end of each day's drive there would be a rush to the creek or waterhole where they were to camp to get a billy of clean water before the stock reached it and muddied it up. 

In later life he claimed that he was the first man to cart a load of wood to fire the Wallaroo copper smelter - this would suggest that he continued in the haulage business after his father moved to Auburn in 1857 as the Wallaroo/Moonta copper deposits were not discovered until the early 1860s. William was also a fine horseman and in those early days he augmented his income by breaking in horses both at Alberton and at the various stations he visited during his travels in the North. 

His haulage business was not confined to supplying the stations but included such jobs as carting sleepers for the Dry Creek-Salisbury railway, miners from Burra to Wallaroo, ore from Blinman and wool to Port Augusta from the stations. He was part of the group of nine teamsters who transported the machinery from Tungkillo to the Charlton mine near Mount Remarkable. 

On 7 November 1863, at the age of 22, he married Bridget Walsh. also aged 22, also from the Auburn district, in the Roman Catholic church at Pine Creek. Father Aloysius Kranewitter, the priest who founded the Jesuit Order at Sevenhills near Clare, performed the ceremony and William and Catherine Robinson, also of Pine Creek, attended the bride and groom. William's roving days were over - he settled down to farming at Rice's Creek near Auburn and to raising a family. 

Their first child, Mary Ann, was born on 3 September 1864, six months after the death of William's father. Bridget's parents had left the district to live at Belair and it was to them that she went to have her first child. Three more daughters were born to William and Bridget Catherine Josephine Mary on 28 July 1866, Susan Ellen on 1 December 1868 and Bridget on 18 March 1871. Then followed their sons Alexander Thomas on 17 April 1872 and William on 1 March 1874. 

By the early 1870s William was beginning to chafe under the problems of his farm's small acreage and the difficulties of growing wheat there. Wheat had by then become the boon commodity of the Colony. Many of his friends from the surrounding district had already left to take up land in the Mid-North that was being opened up for closer settlement under the Strangway Scheme. William was one of the late comers in applying for land under this scheme but, on 18 May 1874, he was allotted two sections (Nos. 193 and 195) in the Hundred of Tarcowie (about 600 acres in all). 

Nancy Robinson, in her book "Change on Change" describes in detail the problems that beset those who made this move to the Northern Highlands of South Australia and their successes and failures in a new environment. They literally started from scratch with a wagon load of tools and personal possessions, building their first homes (or huts) from whatever materials were available locally. Many of the early applicants gave up while some were merely dummies for principals who bought out their allotments to increase their own holdings. 

William chose to make the first moves on his own leaving Bridget and the children at Rice's Creek until he had prepared a primitive dwelling for them on his newly acquired lands. Periodically he would ride the hundred or so miles back to his family to keep in touch. Finally he sold the Rice's Creek farm and moved the whole family to Tarcowie. 

William and Bridget prospered in their new circumstances despite the droughts which forced them to cut down she-oak branches to keep their stock alive. Their property, known as Peak Farm, was situated at the junction of six roads in the south-east corner of the Hundred of Tarcowie and soon became a focal point for the surrounding district. It was at Peak Farm that their last two children were born, Maurice on 9 December 1875 and Alice on 1 January 1878. 

By 1878 William had established his family in reasonably comfortable circumstances. He was one of the few settlers in the district to own his own stallion for breeding farm horses. In addition to his nine roomed house, he had built a substantial barn of two storeys which also functioned as the main venue for social activities in the district for the next 70 years. 

William was always conscious of his own lack of formal education and was determined that his children would not suffer the same handicap. In 1878 he gave a portion of his land for the establishment of a school which opened on 3 August that year. The older boys, Alexander and William (aged 6 and 4 respectively) were enrolled on the day it opened and the other children as follows :- Bridget (8) 10 February 1879, Maurice (4) 25 March 1879 and Alice (5) 16 January 1883. 

Some years prior to the establishment of the school William had taken into his employ one Archibald Campbell whose wife Ellen Grace (nee McClelland) had been a school teacher at Smithfield before and after her marriage in 1871. While Archibald worked on the farm Ellen continued her teaching in the Horne homestead with Mary Ann. Catherine and Susan as her pupils along with some of the neighbour's children who were invited to join in. When the school was opened in 1879, Ellen became its first teacher under Government auspices. Archibald was killed in a wagon accident in that same year and in 1883 the widowed Ellen married her brother-in-law John Campbell. John had a farm at Mannanarie and had lost his wife in 1882. They eventually went farming in Western Australia with their 10 children from the two marriages. 

Gradually a small town developed at the crossroads near their home. It was first known as Tarcowie East and in 1880 a post office was opened there with William Horne as the postmaster. Shortly afterwards, in June 1881, the town changed its name to Hornesdale (soon to be corrupted to Hornsdale) and, although today it has dwindled to nothing more than an automatic telephone exchange, the site is still marked on maps as Hornsdale. 

William had increased his holdings from the original 600 acres with the transfer of Section 205 to him from Michael Walsh. Later in 1880 he purchased a further 640 acres of land (sections 194 and 221W) from his brother-in-law Maurice Walsh. As Maurice had been granted this land on 22 July 1880 for the sum of £1,326, it seems that he may have been acting as a dummy for William and that Maurice never took up residence at Tarcowie. Owning more than 1600 acres of farming land, William was becoming one of the leading citizens of the district. 
He was a pioneer in the search for underwater supplies to combat the severity of poor seasons and droughts. In 1882, following the success of his neighbour John Pearce in improving the flow of water in his well tenfold by drilling through its foot to a depth of one hundred feet, William purchased a diamond drill for his own use and for hire to neighbouring farmers at a cost of 5 shillings a day. The venture proved highly successful for both William and his neighbours. 

It seems that William was a man of many parts. In the local "Review" there are reports of him presiding over meetings to consider the wants of the district, taking a prize for the best collection of pot plants at the Tarcowie show, umpiring a local football match and organising a field trial to demonstrate a damp-weather stripper. There were advertisements for the hire of his diamond drill, extensions of hospitality to newly formed coursing clubs and how he led the beat. He even provided "a fine lot of strong and lively birds" for a pigeon shoot. 

One gains the impression that, after 10 years of struggle and hard work, William and his family had reached the mid 80s in a state of reasonable material comfort with a happy and successful family life and the regard of the local community. But it had not been without some personal tragedies and more were to follow. While still at Auburn, their fourth daughter Bridget had been terribly burnt as a small child when she pulled a loaded frying pan off the woodstove. Although she survived the accident, her face was permanently scarred and one of her hands was badly disfigured. 

In 1885 their eldest daughter Mary Ann fell in love with a young farmer from nearby Mannanarie. Edwin Robinson was the fourth son of another successful pioneer settler in the district, Samuel Clark Robinson. Edwin had been born at Mintaro but was not related to the two witnesses to William and Bridget's marriage, William and Catherine Robinson, who also lived at Mintaro. Despite the fact that the Robinsons were adherents of the Wesleyan Church and Mary Ann's mother was a devout Roman Catholic, the romance flourished - William's views on this aspect of the romance are not known but he did oppose the marriage for entirely different reasons. 

On 14 February 1886 William charged Edwin with assault for "using very offensive and insulting language and raising his hands as if to strike him". He told his daughter "he would shoot the defendant if he came again and threatened to strike him". Poor Mary Ann was called on to give evidence against her husband to be. Robinson claimed that Horne had circulated untruths about him and his brother. It transpires that Edwin and his brother had beaten William in the purchase of a choice block of Mannanarie land and William did not like to be beaten. Whatever the rights and wrongs of the case, William forbade his daughter to marry Edwin ("Dick") Robinson. 

Mary Ann, although a quiet and placid person by nature, was determined to marry Edwin and, being over 21 years of age, she eloped with Dick's help through her bedroom window to his father's house in Mannanarie. There they were married on 26 March 1886 with the local Wesleyan minister, Albert Bray, officiating at the ceremony. 
William was furious and decreed that none of the family should attend the wedding and Mary Ann was not to be admitted to her old home. Edwin's youngest sister Edith acted as her bridesmaid in place of one of her own sisters. Bridget obeyed her husband's ban on contact with Mary Ann for over a year until after the birth of her first grandchild Stella in April 1887 when she could bear it no more. One day when she thought that William was safely out of the way she drove herself over to Mannanarie to see Mary Ann and the baby. William was indeed safely out of the way - he was warming his feet in front of Mary Ann's fire where he had become a regular visitor. 

A further example of William's anger when aroused is connected with his stallion "Tarcowie Glory". Each year an advertisement for its services appeared in the "Review", one saying that it was so well known it "needs no puff". But in September 1883 he inserted an angry advertisement over his name about the treatment he had received at the Boorgoolie Show despite Tarcowie Glory's previous record of 7 firsts and 1 second in 10 shows. 

Four years after Mary Ann's wedding, the second daughter Catherine Josephine married Thomas Theodore (Ted) Schell in the Anglican Church at Jamestown on 24 September 1890 at the age of 24. Edward was a Murray riverboat captain operating out of the river township of Morgan. Catherine went to live with him at Morgan and at the end of the year invited her younger sister Susan Ellen and one of her brothers to come and spend a holiday with them on the Hurray. Edward's sister also joined them and the three girls spent happy hours together enjoying the cool of the river over the Christmas holiday period. On 16 January 1891 they formed a boating party to travel from Morgan to Bryant's Creek. On the way they stopped for the men to go ashore and the girls to swim in the river. Unfortunately the girls stepped into a deep pothole and in the panic that followed all three were drowned. Prior to her fateful visit to Morgan, Susan Ellen had become engaged to marry her brother-in-Iaw's younger brother, Louis Robinson of Mannanarie. 

An atmosphere of sadness settled over Peak Farm. The Barn no longer rang with the music of dances and parties; Bridget began to believe that the recent tragedy was some form of divine punishment for the loss of faith of her two daughters and William was becoming increasingly concerned about the state of her health. In addition the boys were becoming restless. Western Australia had suddenly become the El Dorado for young men wanting to make their fortunes from either the newly discovered gold fields or the farm land being offered on very favourable terms by the Government. Many of their friends had already made the journey to Perth and were reporting back in glowing terms. 

Finally in 1896 William decided to sell his land at Hornsdale and to take his wife and two remaining daughters to live in Adelaide. The farm was bought by John Maslin of Bundaleer Station who immediately transferred it to Peter and John Noonan whose land at Koolunga he wanted to acquire through a swap of the properties. Peter and John had been born near Kapunda of Irish parents. A descendant, Michael Noonan, still owns the farm today. The homestead has become a ruin as it was replaced by a new house in 1913 but the door of the original baking oven has been recovered from the ruins and donated to the Jamestown Historical Museum by Michael. 

The old barn is still standing and in use, Over the years it has served as a venue for dances on the ground floor and roller skating on the top floor. It was the scene of many social functions including farewells and welcome-homes to service men in two World Wars. 

It was in this barn that William and his family were given a formal "send off" by the local residents before they left for Adelaide. William was presented with a "Scroll of Appreciation" for his work in the district by his neighbours part of which read "In public life, in social circles and in your efforts to relieve the necessities of others, you have striven ably and successfully to promote the welfare of all and were ever willing to advance any undertaking for the interest of the district." It spoke warmly of the extreme kindness shown by William and his wife in time of sickness and praised their hospitality. 

The boys left immediately for Perth by ship. Alexander, the eldest, would have been 24 years of age, William 22, and Maurice just 21. There is strong evidence that at least one of them, Alexander, may have gone earlier in 1894 and that it was the loss of the boys that prompted William to sell up. In any event he purchased a house for the remainder of his family in Edmund Street, New Parkside, close to the Unley Oval. But within a few months Bridget died on 20 May 1896 of cerebral anaemia and was buried in the West Terrace Cemetery. William was not there at the time of her death. He had gone to Western Australia, probably taking the younger boys with him, two months before she died. William returned to Adelaide, sold the house in Edmund Street and took Bridget and Alice to Western Australia to join their brothers there. 

In Fremantle he established a carrying business - no doubt drawing on the experiences of his youth in South Australia. The venture was reasonably successful and in time it was expanded to include the transport and dealing in livestock. But ill-fortune continued to dog the family. Soon after they arrived in Western Australia Bridget met and married John Ryan, an engine-driver with the Railways Department. He was not a strong man and, as we will see later, had to retire early from his work through eye trouble brought on by smoke from the engines. 

On 3 June 1899 Alice, at the age of 22, married Hugh Siney. a market gardener aged 41, in Fremantle where the family lived. Ten years later Alice's husband died of kidney trouble leaving her a widow of 31 with four young children to care for. The three boys all married in Western Australia and, as we will see later, they too had their own problems. 

Bridget was the first to return to South Australia. John Ryan's eyes had become rheumatic and, as there was no suitable specialist in Perth to treat this complaint, her family moved to Adelaide for John to be treated. To support her family Bridget opened a boarding house in King William Street which was apparently quite successful. Not long afterwards William decided to return to Adelaide where he took up residence in Bridget's boarding house in King William Street. 

In Adelaide he restarted his business in livestock dealing. Using his connections in Perth, he was able to build up a sizeable trade in exporting horses to Western Australia where they were badly needed for the new farms that were being opened up there. He was nearly 70 years of age when he started up this business in conjunction with his son-in-law Edwin Robinson, who was then farming at Crystal Brook. Edwin bought Moonlight Station near Hammond to the east of Port Augusta and this property was used for holding the horses until sufficient numbers had been built up to make a shipment to the West. At the time of the great drought of 1913/14 the old man lived there alone for months on end to make sure the horses were properly fed and watered. 

He became closely attached to Edwin and his oldest daughter Mary Ann and would often visit them at their home near Crystal Brook but progressively he became more and more dependent on his two daughters in Adelaide. Towards the end of his life, one of his greatest pleasures was to attend the Old Colonists Dinner at Glenelg on Foundation Day, the 28th December each year from 1921 onwards. His grandson Jack Ryan would drive him down to Glenelg in a sidecar attached to his motorcycle and the sight of the grand old man, with his flowing white beard, sitting up in the sidecar must have been something to see. 

Finally he died in his daughter's boarding house in King William Street. Adelaide on 4 August 1925 at the age of 83 and was buried with his wife Bridget in the West Terrace Cemetery. 

WILLIAM'S CHILDREN
Mary Ann

Born in her grandparents' home at Belair, Mary Ann was 10 years old when the family moved from Auburn to Tarcowie. Being the eldest child, many of the responsibilities of the home would have fallen on her young shoulders. She grew up a quiet and serious child with a great love of animals that she inherited from her father. 

After her marriage to Edwin Robinson in 1886 she spent the early years of her married life on the Robinson family farm at Mannanarie. It was there that her first three children were born; Stella in 1887, William in 1888 and Millicent in 1890. Despite the rumpus over her marrying outside her mother's faith, she had a great affection for the maternal side of her family and gave William the second name of Walsh to remember them. 

Life on the Robinson farm must have been somewhat crowded with all Edwin's brothers and sisters and, in any event Edwin (usually called Dick) had ambitions to strike out on his own. Almost 10 years after their marriage. Edwin and Mary took their family to Wandearah where Edwin and his younger brother Louis had bought a wheat farm. Louis had by then recovered from the tragic loss of his fiancé, Susan Ellan Horn, in 1891 and in 1896 married Mary Jessie Norris to share his life at Wandearah. 

Soon after they arrived at Wandearah Mary Ann's second son Edwin was born at nearby Port Pirie where she had gone to have the child in a nursing home at Solomontown run by her aunt Margaret (Haggie) O'Malley (formerly Mrs Peter Walsh). It appears that conditions were still unsettled at Wandearah then because two years later she was quite happy to stay there to have her third daughter Alice in 1897. 

The two brothers stayed at Wandearah for almost ten years but in due course Edwin moved out to take up land about 3 miles to the north of the nearby town of Crystal Brook. This became Mary Ann's real home and there they built a substantial (for the district) home in the style of the period. It was there that Mary's last child Douglas was born in 1906. 

It was essentially a wheat farming area but farming techniques were still rather primitive by today's standards. Surviving relatives still speak of Edwin's skill at sowing seed by broadcasting it with alternative hands from a shallow tray hung around his neck. While most of the motive power on the farm was provided by draught horses, a hand operated winnowing machine was used to separate the grain from the husks after the reaper had collected the husks. 

It was a busy life for all at the farm. Mary Ann's nephew, Jack Ryan, spent some time with them as a boy after his family's return from Western Australia and he recalled in later life how "Uncle Dick would wake the older boys at 4am to feed the horses. Shortly afterwards the women folk would prepare breakfast for them all to sit down to at 6.30. Then milk the cows, separate the milk and wash up the milking utensils while the men-folk started work in the fields. I would drive Doug to school, leave the cream cans at the railway station and pick up the returned empties. After school it was gather the eggs, bring in the cows for milking and get ready for another day". 

At harvest time all the family would be involved and Jack also remembered the colourful sight of all the women working in their bright sun bonnets and the fun and laughter that accompanied the work of bagging and sewing up the grain from the winnower. With the advent of the drill and combine harvester all this was lost as these operation were then done by the men alone. Mary Ann had ample opportunity to exercise her love of animals and horses in particular. Her daughters recalled in later life how she would disappear from a dinner party and be found in the stables nursing a sick horse. 

The children grew up with a close attachment to the local Methodist Church where in later years they became very active in its Literary Society. William, who at that stage was already showing an interest in the political scene (although with views somewhat towards the more radical side of his ultimate political career) became the President of the Society and it was there that Stella met her future husband Ross Cornish, the Society's Secretary and Treasurer. 

When the Great War came Edwin, the second son enlisted in the AIF and served in France where he was wounded with a shrapnel fragment. After the war was over Mary Ann and Edwin decided to retire to Adelaide. Their eldest son William was approaching 30 years of age and was anxious to expand the farm in his own right. They purchased a house in Salisbury Street, North Unley for their retirement and gradually handed over the reins to William, who soon afterwards married Hanna Amelia (Millie) Latta from Meadows in 1922. Millicent, Alice and Edwin Jnr., moved to North Unley with their parents but the youngest Douglas remained at Crystal Brook to help his brother and learn to farm from him. 

Edwin joined the National Bank and married Mary Nicholson, who lived with her uncle in the next street to his parents in 1922. Earlier in 1920 Millicent married Hartley McPharlin, who worked for the Engineering and Water Supply Department as did the husband of her older sister Stella. In 1923 Alice married Harold Adamson whose parents also lived in Salisbury Street and whose employer, The Commonwealth Bank, soon afterwards transferred him to Sydney where he stayed for the remainder of his life. The next year, the last unmarried member of the family, Douglas, married Gladys Pointon of Port Pirie and soon afterwards established his own farm at Owen, midway between Crystal Brook and Adelaide. 

Although retired, Edwin was still an active man and he and Mary Ann would spend time with their children at Crystal Brook and Owen where Edwin would help in the farm work or garden chores right up until 1933 when he died of cancer of the throat in the Adelaide Hospital at the age of 69. Mary Ann stayed on alone at Salisbury Street - her daughter Millicent was living next door and could have helped her in an emergency but she was determined to maintain her independence. 
In time she came to an arrangement with her widowed younger sister Bridget who was also living alone. Bridget would spend Monday to Friday at Salisbury Street with her own room there and the weekends with her younger sister Alice. This arrangement persisted right up until Bridget died in 1946. 

In 1937 her eldest grandchild (the author of this note) came to Adelaide to live in a boarding house while he attended Adelaide High School. Late that year it was agreed that he should live with his grand-mother and great-aunt. He was established in a small sleep-out separate from and to the rear of the house. It was a good arrangement - he was able to help in the house and garden and collect the rents from the properties around Adelaide on which she depended for her income and it provided her with company especially over the weekends when Bridget was away. It continued until early 1942 when John's mother Stella bought a house in Kingswood after the death of her husband Ross Cornish in late 1941. 

Soon after the death of her sister Bridget, Mary Ann sold her house in Salisbury Street and went to live with her daughter Stella and her children in Kingswood. By then she was more than 80 years of age and her health was beginning to fail - she was suffering from Parkinson's disease which effected both her hands and at times her general lucidity. Her condition continued to deteriorate and when the strain of nursing her became too much for her daughter she was admitted to a nursing home in Brighton where she died in 1947 at the age of 83. She was subsequently buried in the Mitcham Cemetery beside her husband Edwin. 
JOSEPHINE CATHERINE

All that is known of Josephine Catherine has been already described in the earlier chapter on father, including her marriage to Captain Ted Schell and her tragic death from drowning in the Murray at Morgan at the age of 24. 

SUSAN ELLEN

As in the case of her older sister Josephine, there is nothing further to add to the previous details of Susan's engagement to Louis Robinson and her death by drowning at the age of 22. 
BRIDGET

Not long after Bridget arrived in Fremantle with her father and younger sister Alice, she met and married John Ryan, an engine-driver in the Western Australian Railways. They had two children; Maurice, who never married, and John (better known as Jack) who eventually became a senior public servant in Canberra after starting his career as a postal messenger boy. 

As has been mentioned earlier, her husband John was not a strong man and, after a few years of married life, he was discharged from the railways for ill-health - his eyes had become rheumatic from the soot that was discharged in the smoke of those early engines. It appears that there was no doctor in Perth who could treat this complaint so Bridget and John decided to move back to Adelaide where specialist help was available. John was by then practically blind. He was treated by a Dr Bennett who charged him £3/3/0 a visit and his son Jack remembers having to lead his father to the doctor's rooms for these visits and the effect of these costs on the family's strained finances. 

To support the family Bridget leased a large house in the southern part of King William Street in the city and ran it as a boarding house. It was to this house that her father William returned when he brought Alice and her children back from Perth. It seems that William continued as a paying guest right up to the time of his death in 1925 and that Alice spent some time there until she also opened a boarding house of her own. 

Bridget carried on her establishment until about 1933. She would have been over 60 years of age when she finally accepted the offer of her sister Mary Ann to come and live with her in North Unley. It was a happy arrangement. The two sisters got on well together and the weekends Bridget spent with Alice gave each sister an element of independence they both cherished. It also avoided any problems that could have arisen from their religious differences on Sundays. 

The arrangement ended when Bridget died in 1946 at the age of 75 and was buried in the West Terrace Cemetery of Adelaide. 

ALEXANDER THOMAS

Alexander must have had a reasonable education because in 1893 we find him employed as Auburn at the age of teacher by the Education Department near Auburn at the age of 21. However, he decided against a career as a teacher and resigned from the Department on the 29 September 1894. 

It seems that Alexander was the first of the family to make the move to Western Australia in 1894 and that the two younger boys followed a year or so later when their father sold Peak Farm. After William arrived with the two girls, Alexander joined them at Fremantle and it was there that he met and married in 1898 Annie McCarthv. 

Alexander and Annie had 5 children: Stella Marie (1900), William Charles (1902), Alice Clothilda (1904), Edward Alexander (1906) and Janet Veronica (1908).
Alexander may have helped his father restart his carrying business at Fremantle but at some stage he joined the Western Australian Police Force and by 1910 had been transferred to the goldfields town of Coolgardie with the rank of Police Constable. It was there that he died quite suddenly from an acute attack of kidney trouble on 6 January 1910 at the age of 37 years. He was buried in the Coolgardie Cemetery the next day. 
WILLIAM JOSEPH
William appears to have been the scholar of the Horne family. We have seen earlier that, at the age of 4, he was enrolled at the Hornsdale Primary School on the day that it opened in 1878. At the early age of 11, he had finished all his primary schooling and had received his Compulsory Certificate. He completed his education as a boarder at Christian Brothers College in Wakefield Street, Adelaide where he was very popular with both the teachers and the other boys at the school. 

Although of a quiet disposition, he took an active part in all the College sports and obtained several prizes for bicycle riding. His fine athletic form was always admired in the Christmas gymnastic displays in the Town Hall. He is reported to have received many gold and silver medals for school work and secured several annual scholarships. 

After finishing his schooling he returned to Hornsdale until he left for Western Australia entered the Public Service and was employed Department at Midlands Junction on the outskirts main lines to the east and north divide. 

the family farm at in 1896. There he by the Railways of Perth where the 

In May 1900 he married Elizabeth O'Hara from Terowie, (about 40 miles east of Hornsdale in South Australia), Whether the marriage took place in Western Australia or South Australia is not known but in any event is was destined to be a short one. Shortly after his wedding William contracted typhoid fever and, although he rallied from the first attack, a relapse shortly afterwards proved fatal. He died at Midlands Junction three months after his wedding leaving a young widow and no children. 
MAURICE MICHAEL

Within 2 years of arriving in Western Australia. Maurice, at the age of 23, had married Elizabeth Gurry aged 33. They eventually established their home at Midlands Junction and, while it is not known for certain. there is a suggestion that he was the only one of the brothers to take up farming in Western Australia. 

In any event he must have done sufficiently well for him to make a visit to South Australia after his father returned there. He obviously spent his time in South Australia visiting his relations. including his sister Marv Ann at Crystal Brook where he signed his name in the autograph book of his niece Stella Robinson as follows ​"Maurice Horne, Midlands Junction, W.A. 3/7/1908". 

Maurice and Elizabeth had 5 children: Rose (1900) who became a nun as Sister M. Gertrude, Alice (1902) who never married, Mary (1905) who married Donald Swan in 1932 but had no children, Elizabeth (1907) who also became a nun as Sister M. Dolores and Josephine who married Elroy Keyser in 1935 and had 3 daughters and a son. 

ALICE

Soon after William and his two daughters set up their home in Fremantle, the youngest, Alice, met and married Hugh Siney in St Patrick's Church, Fremantle on 12 April 1899. She was 21 years of age and Hugh, a bachelor of 40 years, was a gardener by occupation. 

Hugh had been born in County Kildare, Ireland and had emigrated to South Australia in about 1876, where he spent 9 years before moving to Victoria for 6 years and then on to Western Australia in 1893. As his address is shown on his marriage certificate as Finnery Street. Fremantle, it is assumed that he was employed as a gardener rather than that he had a market garden of his own. 

Alice and Hugh had 5 children: James(1900), Elizabeth Bridget (1902), Hubert (1904), Mary Ann (1906) and Patricia AIice (1909). All of these, with the exception of the last, were born in East Fremantle. But Hugh was a sick man who suffered from kidney trouble which was to prove fatal. He died on 7 Februarv 1909 in the Perth Public Hospital and was buried in the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta the next day. 

Alice was bereft, her father and older sister had moved back to South Australia but she was able to take her family to her brother's home at Midlands Junction where her daughter Patricia was born on 17 March 1909, six weeks after the death of her husband. The circumstances of her birth must have affected the baby because she did not survive the next year. 

Soon afterwards Alice brought her family back to Adelaide, no doubt with the financial assistance of her father. There she followed the example of her older sister Bridget by running a boarding house to house and feed her family. At one stage (whether before or after she became established in her boarding house is not known), she took on a contract to provide lodgings and food for employees engaged in constructing the South Australian leg of the Trans Continental Railway from Port Augusta to Perth. This was all done under canvas and the difficulties of those women struggling to provide meals in tents in the heat and dust of the Nullabor Plain can only be imagined. 

In 1913 Alice married William Carter. She was then 35 and he 27. They had 6 children; William (1913), Alice (1914), Eileen (1916), William (1918), Veronica (1920) and Maurice (1924). All of these children married and raised their own families with the exception of the first, William, who died as a baby. All told Alice had 11 children by her two husbands. 

She continued to run her boarding house after the death of her second husband in 1940. As has been mentioned earlier her sister Bridget, to whom she was closely attached, would come and spend the weekends with her and they would attend church together. Finally she died in 1945 at the age of 67. 

